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Sustainability transitions in transnational society: a governance perspective

In earlier work, building on the multilevel perspective from transition theory, | have
proposed a governance perspective on transitions. This perspective i) situates transitionsin
the structural transformations characterizing contemporary societies; and ii) pays due
attention to the powering, legitimization and trust building involved in away that enables
both understanding resistance and inertia as well as designing strategies to deal with such
problems.

In this paper, | will more explicitly than before address the question how transition theory
may be synthesized with theories on transnational governance. In doing so, | will draw upon
earlier analyses that have explored how transitions are essentially embedded in transnational
society, especialy from the EU but also from other continents. Thiswill lead to a series of
claims which may be further explored in further empirical research.

My conceptualization will explicitly take into account the politicsinvolved. Thus | will try
and attempt to take up one of the challenges facing transition theory, as well asto an
improved understanding of one of the key global challenges.
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